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Students  respond  to  challenge  at  global  missions  conference 


By  Chip  Alford 

«ruL,0UISVILrLE’  Ky’  (BP)  ~  06x1 10  me  30(1  said>  ,There’s  our  Another  HMB  goal,  Lewis 

While  many  of  their  peers  made  next  generation  of  missionaries.’  It  said,  calls  for  Southern  Baptists  tc 
final  preparations  for  New  Year’s  was  an  incredible  feeling,”  he  said,  start  1,995  churches  in  1995. 

Eve  parties,  more  than  3,000  col-  A  number  of  widely  known  “It  is  my  hope  that  we  will  be 

lege  students  from  across  America  mission  leaders  challenged  confer-  serious  about  the  Great  Commis- 
^ /I303  •  ^  fast  week  of  ence  participants.  Among  them  sion  mandate  and  share  the  gospel 

1994  learning  about  missions.  was  Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi-  with  every  creature  —  that’s  the 

The  students  attended  Mission  dent  Jeny  Rankin,  who  told  them  mandate  of  our  Lord,”  he  said 

95,  a  global  missions  conference  they  might  be  the  “final  genera-  Christian  author  and  futurist 

sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  tion”  before  Christ’s  return.  Tom  Sine  praised  Southern  Bap- 

School  Board’s  national  student  “The  gospel  is  touching  people  fists  for  their  rich  missions  her- 
mmistry  in  cooperation  with  the  and  nations  that  have  never  even  kage,  but  he  challenged  students 
Home  and  Foreign  mission  heard  the  message  of  JesfiS  to  think  about  their  future  involve- 
boards,  Woman  s  Missionary  Chnst,”  Rankin  said,  pointing  out  ment  in  ministry. 

Union,  and  Brotherhood  Commis-  more  than  half  of  the  12,000  mis-  “We  need  you  to  lead,  not  just 

sion.  The  event  took  place  Dec.  sionaries  appointed  in  the  FMB’s  fill  in  and  take  places,”  Sine  said. 

Louisville,  Ky.  149-year  history  began  serving  in  “We  need  new  vision  and  creafivi- 

Conference  participants  heard  the  last  18  years,  many  in  areas  ty  ...  whole  new  approaches  to 
from  national  and  international  previously  closed  to  a  Christian  missions.” 
missions  leaders,  chose  from  more  witness.  ,  He  urged  students  to  go  beyond 

than  90  missions-related  seminars,  Jesus  told  us  he  would  return  a  two-track  approach  to  missions, 
met  in  small  “family”  groups  to  when  the  gospel  is  preached  to  all  in  which  a  small  group  of  people 
pray  for  unreached  people  groups,  nations.  You  have  the  privilege  of  devote  themselves  to  full-time 
and  interacted  with  100  home  and  living  in  a  generation  that  will  work  while  the  majority  of  church 
foreign  missionaries.  They  also  possibly  see  that  actually  come  to  members  pray  and  offer  financial 
explored  a  50,000-square-foot  pass,"  he  said.  support. 

interactive  missions  exhibit  area  Home  Mission  Board  President  “In  the  New  Testament,  every- 

that  included  everything  from  a  Larry  Lewis  told  students  he  body  was  involved,”  Sine  said.  “It 
simulated  airplane  ride  stopping  in  would  love  to  see  Southern  Bap-  was  whole  life  stewardship,’  not 
different  parts  of  the  world  to  a  fists  renew  their  commitment  to  tithing.” 

booth  on  raceway  ministries.  achieve  the  goals  of  Bold  Mission  Conference  participants  also 

By  week’s  end,  hundreds  of  Thrust.  That  initiative  calls  for  learned  about  Global  Student 

students  had  made  a  public  com-  50,000  churches  and  10,000  home  Involvement,  a  joint  project  of  the 

mitment  to  missions.  and  foreign  missionaries  in  the  BSSB  national  student  ministry  and 

National  student  ministry  direc-  field  by  the  year  2000.  the  FMB  which  is  sending  student 

tor  Bill  Henry  said  he  believes  the  “We  are  calling  out  Southern  teams  for  short-term  mission  pro¬ 
conference  goal  of  educating  stu-  Baptists  to  be  a  soul-conscious  jects  in  Central  Asia,  Indochina, 

dents  about  what  God  is  doing  in  denomination  on  witness  for  the  Southeast  Asia,  North  Africa,  East- 

the  world  was  met,  adding  he  was  Lord,”  Lewis  said,  also  pointing  to  em  Europe,  and  several  other  loca- 

“overwhelmed”  by  the  week’s  the  HMB-sponsored  “Here’s  tioos  around  the  world.  Most  of  the 

experience.  Hope.  Share  Jesus  Now.”  witness-  projects  will  take  place  in  “World 

“When  I  looked  around  the  hall  ing  campaign  which  gets  under  A  countries”  —  locations  the  FMB 

during  our  last  night's  service  and  way  in  January.  That  challenge  has  identified  as  being  closed  to 

saw  all  those  students  walking  calls  for  Southern  Baptists  to  wit-  traditional  missionary  witness, 

down  the  aisle  to  make  their  deci-  ness  to  60  people  in  60  days  fol-'  Alford  writes  for  FACTS 

stons,  I  leaned  over  to  the  person  lowedby  simultaneous  revivals.  AND  TRENDS,  BSSB. 


Medical  threats  loom 


nca 


Southern  Baptist  medical  missionaries  are  facing  more 
threats  from  the  devastating  diseases  they  must  treat  in  under¬ 
developed  countries,  but  they  aren’t  deterred.  “Some  have 
estimated  that  up  to  one  in  four  surgeons  working  in  (AIDS) 
high-incidence  areas  will  be  infected  after  30  years  in  the 
field,”  said  Patrick  Dixon,  a  physician  and  author  whose  book. 
The  Truth  About  AIDS,  was  published  in  September. 
Rebekah  Naylor,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  physician  in 
Bangalore,  India,  knows  the  dangers.  “You  have  to  be  sensible 
and  take  proper  precautions  that  you  should  take  anywhere. 
But  I’m  called  (by  God)  to  be  here.  I’ve  been  given  skill.  I’ve 
been  given  training  and  education.  We’re  accountable  for 
what  we  do  with  our  professional  skills  and,  more  important¬ 
ly.  the  gospel  we  have  to  give,”  she  said.  Van  Williams,  a 
physician,  former  missionary,  and  current  director  of  mission¬ 
ary  health  at  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB),  reported  that 
there  ate  229  physicians,  dentists,  nurses,  and  other  medical 
workers  among  the  4,000-plus  FMB  missionaries. 


The  secular  influences  shaping  America  do  not  make  God 
“hamstrung  or  helpless,”  said  Charles  Chaney,  vice  presi  den' 
for  church  extension  at  the  Home  Mission  Board,  at  a  Laugh - 
lin,  Nev.,  conference  on  planting  churches  in  gambling  com¬ 
munities.  Chaney  compared  modem  America  to  Corinth  in  the 
apostle  Paul's  day.  Drawing  from  Acts  18,  Chaney  suggested 
five  steps  to  help  spread  the  gospel  in  a  secularized  society: 

—  Count  on  “common”  Christian  men  and  women.  Paul 
found  Aquila  and  Priscilla  when  he  came  to  Corinth. 

—  Recover  courage.  God  had  to  tell  Paul  not  to  be  afraid  of 
Corinth. 

—  Relearn  the  evangelistic  essentials  of  clarity  and  consisten¬ 
cy.  “The  Lord  said  to  Paul,  ‘Speak  out,  don’t  quit.’’’ 

—  Rediscover  the  indwelling,  empowering  Spirit.  “We  will 
make  no  impact  without  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God.” 

—  Be  confident  that  people  will  respond  to  the  gospel. 
“(Christ)  has  many  people  in  every  city  and  it’s  our  job  to  call 
them  out." 


Coordinators  call  for  hundreds  of  Mississippi  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  to  work  in  the  state’s  partnership  with  the  three-nation 
area  of  Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina  known  collectively 
as  Rio  de  la  Plata. 


’Wilda  Fancher,  wife  of  evangelist  James  Fancher.  closes 
out  her  long-running  column  in  The  Baptist  Record, 
"Beyond  the  Ironing  Board,"  with  thanks  to  her  readers  for  a 
“thoroughly  delightful  experience." 


Mississippi  is  the  first  state  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to  exceed  its  goal  in  a  convention-wide  campaign  to  raise 
enough  money  to  build  a  debt-free  chapel  on  the  campus  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville.  Ky. 


Editor’s  Notfkook 

Providence  and  prayer 


dent  when  the  school  was  moved 
to  the  new  campus. 

Our  churches  and  leaders  were 
influenced  greatly  by  E.F.  Haight, 
L.  Bracey  Campbell,  B.  Locke 
Davis,  J.  Washington  Watts,  Park 
H.  Anderson  Sr.,  H.  Leon  Eddle- 
man,  W.  Plunkett  Martin,  C.  Pen¬ 
rose  St.  Amant,  Frank  Stagg,  J. 
Hardee  Kennedy,  E.N.  Patterson, 
Roy  Beaman,  Nelle  C.  Davidson, 
H.  Clayton  Waddell,  John  M. 
Price,  Arthur  Gillespie,  John  K. 
Durst,  John  P.  Newport,  W.W. 
Swartz,  Ray  Frank  Robbins,  J. 
Kelva  Moore,  John  Olen  Strange, 
Genter  L.  Stephens,  T.J.  Delaugh¬ 
ter,  and  the  list  could  go  on  and  (Mi 
to  this  present  day.  These  gifted 
men  and  women  have  implanted 
time  and  effort  in  assisting  church 
growth  as  well  as  personal  spiritu¬ 
al  growth  across  the  land. 

When  the  final  page  is  written 
on  the  New  Orleans  Seminary,  the 
name  of  Landrum  P.  Leavell  will 
be  inscribed  as  one  of  our  produc¬ 
tive  leaders.  We  wish  him  well  in 
his  retirement. 


Landrum  Leavell,  68,  president  close  relationship  with  the  semi- 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary  since  nary.  In  1847,  under  the  Domestic 
1975,  has  announced  his  retire-  Mission  Board  of  the  SBC,  the 
ment.  He  has  been  an  excellent  Mississippi  Convention  assisted  in 
leader  of  NOBTS  and  merits  the  a  mission  project  in  New  Orleans, 
appreciation  of  all  Southern  Bap-  For  several  years  in  the  early 
lists.  Graciously  he  has  consented  part  of  the  century,  P.I.  Lipsey, 
to  continue  as  needed  until  a  new  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  had 
president  is  chosen.  There  are  now  advocated  the  establishment  of  a 
1 ,800  students  attending  the  theological  institution  in  the  Cres- 
school  of  Providence  and  Prayer  cent  City.  The  Baptist  Bible  Insti- 
and  20%  of  the  student  body  are  tute  opened  in  1918  for  its  first  ses- 
mission  volunteers.  sion.  At  that  time  there  .were  six 

This  editor  first  met  Landrum  struggling  Baptist  churches  in  the 
Leavell  in  the  fall  of  1951.  Later  city  with  a  total  of  1,231  members, 
he  was  pastor  at  First  Church,  For  these  76  years  the  seminary 
Charleston,  and  I  was  pastor  at  has  made  a  tremendous  investment 
Society  Hill  in  Jeff  Davis  County,  in  Mississippi.  Hundreds  of  our 
We  often  rode  the  old  Gulf,  pastors  and  staff  members  have 
Mobile,  and  Ohio  train  that  graduated  from  New  Orleans, 
slashed  across  the  Magnolia  State  Names  like  John  Tyler  Christian, 
to  New  Orleans.  It  was  a  pleasure  Baron  DeKalb  Gray,  J.B. 
to  know  him  and  40  years  have  Lawrence,  J.B.  Gambrell,  and 
not  dimmed  the  memories.  I  pas-  Plautus  Iberus  Lipsey  made  their 
tored  Emmanuel  Church,  Biloxi,  mark. 

and  he  came  to  First,  Gulfport,  They  were  followed  by  B.H. 
where  he  was  a  great  encourager  Dement,  W.W.  Hamilton,  Duke 
to  all  of  us.  McCall,  and  Roland  Q.  Leavell  of 

Mississippi  has  always  had  a  the  Oxford  clan,  who  was  presi- 


Make  Your  Will  Month ... 

Gifts  to  eternity  through  F oundation 


Make  Your  Will  Month 


When  the  Christian  takes  the  church.  Mrs.  Wood  was  a  tither,  a  Grief  was  assuaged  by  partici- 
very  first  step  in  estate  planning  Sunday  morning,  Sunday  night  pation  at  Inverness  Church. 

—  the  making  of  a  will  —  a  whole  and  Wednesday  night  Christian,”  Despite  personal  loss,  she  deter- 
new  arena  of  Christian  steward-  exclaimed  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor  mined  that  the  best  way  to  spend 
ship  is  opened.  Making  a  will  of  Crowder  Church.  “She  was  her  life  was  to  ensure  that  jhose 
allows  you  the  opportunity  to  pro-  always  involved  in  church  activi-  she  loved  would  be  with  tier  in 
vide  for  family,  friends,  and  ties,  but  it  was  clearly  obvious  the  eternity.  It  was  that  drive  which 
endowments  for  Christian  causes  center  of  her  life  was  missions.”  fueled  her  fervent  leadership  in 

—  all  constructed  to  allow  one’s  A  passion  for  mission  work  and  missions. 

possessions  to  benefit  the  most  sharing  the  gospel  with  others  was  “She  was  my  aunt,  and  I  really 
people  for  the  greatest  good  for  how  most  described  the  ebullient  loved  her,  but  then,  everyone  did. 
the  longest  possible  time.  Consid-  Wood.  Annie  Armstrong,  Lottie  She  was  always  sweet,  kind,  and 
er  the  story  of  a  great  Christian  Moon,  local  missions,  district  mis-  willing  to  help.  If  you  were  in 
steward,  the  late  Almeda  Sims  sions...  she  was  always  there,  need,  you  always  had  a  friend  in 
Wood.  always  helping  to  spread  the  Aunt  Meda,”  reminisced  Mrs. 

Some  believe  that  the  very  nec-  Word.  ,  W.A.  Barnes  of  Jackson.  “She  had 

tar  of  life  originated  in  the  tranquil  “When  she  started  WMU  at  two  little  houses  that  she  always 
land  of  the  deep  south  known  as  Crowder  Church  years  ago,  they  kept  up,  specifically  to  help  mis- 
the  Mississippi  Delta.  Nestled  in  would  meet  at  her  home.  And  of  sionary  friends.  But  I  guess  the 
the  northwest  area  of  the  Magnolia  course,  she  would  teach  missions!  thing  I  remember  most  is  how  she 
state  is  the  Crowder  community.  Even  in  the  latter  years  of  her  life,  signed  letters.  At  the  end,  she 

That’s  where  “Aunt  Meda”  she  demanded  that  we  keep  her  would  always  sign  her  name  with 

lived.  And  although  the  quiet  informed  on  where  we  stood  with  a  Scripture  verse.  She  could  quote 

serenity  of  a  small  town  heritage  our  church  goals  on  mission  giv-  it,  but  she  really  wanted  you  to 

was  reflected  in  her  life,  she  lived  ing.  She  was  really  unique,”  said  look  it  up  and  know  it,  too. 

an  existence  on  this  earth  that  was  Sewell.  Church  was  her  life.” 

far  from  complacent.  It  was  a  life  As  the  20th  century  dawned  on  Viewing  marriage  as  a  lifetime 
that  included  a  divine  plan,  a  Mississippi’s  Webster  County,  commitment,  Almeda  was  the 
“Great  Commission.”  Almeda  was  bom  the  11th  of  15  bride  of  the  late  Orion  Wood. 

Almeda  Sims  Wood  was  children  in  her  family.  She  had  a  Although  the  two  never  had  any 
known  by  most  as  an  active  large  immediate  family,  five 
church  member,  a  faithful  member  brothers  and  nine  sisters.  Howev- 
of  the  community,  and  simply  er,  childhood  experiences  left  an  da’s  sister,  L.V.  to  make  a  decision  that  would 

“Aunt  Meda”  by  her  extended  indelible  scar  and  mandate  that  With  Orion  presiding  as  mayor  have  eternal  ramifications.  They 

family  and  friends.  For  91  years,  were  carried  through  her  entire  of  Crowder  and  deacon  at  Crow-  determined  that  at  the  end  of  their 

she  lived  an  example  that  mirrored  adult  life.  der  Church,  the  two  continued  to  earthly  lives,  a  fitting  gift  would 

her  love  and  zeal  for  church  and  Almeda  lost  two  brothers  to  teach  and  share  the  message  of  I 

God.  disease  and  accident  at  very  young  Jesus  Christ.  them  through  a  permanent 

“Some  people  just  come  to  ages.  It  was  this  union  that  led  both  the  Mississippi. Baptist  F< 


The  Fragmei 


The  real  battle 


I  fought  the  straw  and  the  straw  swings  in  the  hammock.  Some- 
won.  Hey,  I  give  up!  Waterloo  is  times  he  grows  weary  of  the  ham¬ 
my  front  yard.  Custer  would  have  mock  and  waves  at  me  as  he 
stayed  at  the  fort  had  there  been  moves  to  the  swing, 
pine  trees  at  Wounded  Knee.  It’s  In  my  youthful  days, 'prior  to 
not  “row,  row  your  boat”  but  the  invention  of  lawn  mowers,  you 
“rake,  rake,  rake  the  straw.”  took  pride  in  keeping  your  yard 

There  are  16  pine  trees  in  our  free  of  weeds  and  grass.  It  was  just 
yard.  Increasingly,  I’ve  adopted  a  clean  sandy  yard.  Using  a  “brush 
the  philosophy  of  the  woman  who  broom,”  a  smart  industrious  wife 
said,  “I  hate  pine  trees;  they’re  would  keep  the  yard  barren  but 
always  doing  something.”  beautiful.  The  men  took  care  of 

First  you,  are  bombarded  with  the  fields  and  pastures;  the  women 
pine  cones,  then  the  deluge  of  folks  took  care  of  the  house,  the 
straw.  You  rake,  pick  up,  sweep,  yard,  and  the  garden, 
and  then  rake  again.  Once  I  approached  my  wife 

My  neighbor  quit  long  ago.  No  about  this  delineation  of  responsi- 
calluses  or  ulcers  for  him.  He  bilities.  She  was  greatly  impressed 
waits  for  a  vehement  east  wind  to  by  it  and  handed  me  the  rake  on 
blow  the  straw  and  leaves  over  my  way  out. 
children  of  their  own,  they  raised  into  my  yard.  I  rake  while  he  — GH 

three  children  orphaned  by  Alme-  -  - 

tion,  specifically  benefitting  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

Their  lives  were  entwined  with 
a  singleness  of  purpose:  Share  the 
be  to  return  all  that  God  had  given  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ!  From  start - 

l  gift  to  ing  GA  classes  to  teaching  Sunday 
(See  WILL  on  page  6) 
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Home  missions  season  spotlights  evangelism,  Armstrong  offering 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  With  the  dav School emDhasis dav  _ _ 1: * •  * „  .  _  . 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  With  the 
theme  “Win  AH,”  this  year’s  Season 
of  Home  Missions  highlights  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  Southern  Baptist  evangelism 

efforts. 

The  season,  from  mid-February 
to  mid-March,  includes  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering, 
the  home  missions  study,  and  Sun¬ 


day  School  emphasis  day. 

From  block  parties  to  truck  stop 
chaplaincy,  Southern  Baptists  are 
using  creativity  and  common  sense 
to  take  the  gospel  to  people  who 
might  never  enter  a  church,  said  Joe 
Westbuiy,  author  of  the  home  mis¬ 
sion  study  titled  All  Things  to  All 
People. 

“Our  missionaries  have  learned 

THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


that  you  don’t  do  evangelism  the 
same  way  in  Boston  that  you  do  in 
Mississippi,”  he  said.  “As  they  have 
adapted  to  the  locations  where  they 
are  assigned,  they  have  also  adapted 
the  gospel  presentation  to  the  people 
there.” 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  has  adopted -an  unprece¬ 
dented  $50  million  goal  for  the  1995 


Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
for  home  missions.  WMU  Execu¬ 
tive  DirectorTTreasurer  Dell  anna 
O’Brien  said  the  goal  is  ambitious 
but  reachable.  “It’s  far  beyond  any^ 
thing  we’ve  ever  done  before,  but 
it’s  definitely  not  beyond  the  realm 
of  possibility,”  she  said. 

This  year’s  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions  will  be  March  5-12. 


March  12  will  be  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  Day  in  Sunday  Schools.  Mem¬ 
bers  will  be  challenged  to  consider 
their  responsibility  to  witness  and 
minister  — :  including  prayer,  mis¬ 
sion  trips,  class  goal  setting,  and 
giving  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  East¬ 
er  Offering,  said  Dan  Euliss,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  offering’s  promotion 
team. 
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WMU  dedicates  Hunt  museum, 
awards  $65,500  missions  grants 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  — 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  board  members  and 
guests  gathered  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  national  headquarters  in 
Birmingham  Jan.  7  for  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Alma  Hunt  Museum  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

The  museum,  which  highlights 
WMU’s  107-year  history,  is 
named  in  honor  of  Alma  Hunt, 
WMU  executive  director  from 
1948-74.  Hunt,  along  with  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  President 
Jim  Henry,  spoke  during  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies,  held  during 
WMU’s  January  board  meeting. 

Carolyn  Weatherford  Crum- 
pler,  WMU  executive  director 
1974-89;  Dellanna  O’Brien,  cur¬ 
rent  WMU  executive  director; 
Carolyn  Miller,  WMU  president; 
and  Dotson  Nelson,  long  time 
friend  of  Hunt,  also  were  on  the 
program. 

Henry,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Orlando,  Fla.,  described  Hunt  as  a 
woman  who,  like  the  psalmist  in 
Psalm  111:1,  has  sought  the  Lord 
with  her  whole  heart.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  as  a  missions  leader  in  the  SBC 
for  nearly  30  years,  she  led  South- 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

ern  Baptists  to  develop  three 
“habits  of  the  heart”  —  accepting 
change,  giving,  and  maintaining  a 
harmonious  relationship  between 
WMU  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

“The  link  between  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  is  critical,” 
he  insisted.  “It  must  be  encour¬ 
aged,  protected,  and  strengthened. 

In  her  remarks  to  the  audience, 
Hunt  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
WMU  executive  board  for  honor¬ 
ing  her  in  such  a  way. 

The  concept  of  telling  and  pre¬ 
serving  the  history  of  WMU  is 
right  and  good,  she  said. 

“The  museum  must  not  be  a 
dead  thing,  but  living,”  she  said. 

She  challenged  WMU  leaders 
not  to  “live  under  your  circum¬ 
stances;  rather,  rise  above  them." 
She  also  called  on  them  to  start 
new  work’ in  churches  and  to 
“strengthen  the  stakes”  already 
planted. 

In  other  business,  the  WMU 
executive  board  awarded  $65,500 
in  Second  Century  Fund  grants 
during  its  annual  meeting  at  Shoc- 
co  Springs  Baptist  Assembly  in 


Talladega,  Ala. 

The  grants,  assigned  to  both 
home  and  foreign  fields,  will  fund 
a  variety  of  projects  designed  to 
educate  and  involve  women  in 
missions.  * 

The  Second  Century  Fund  is  a 
permanent  endowment  created  by 
WMU  during  its  centennial  year  in 
1988  as  a  gift  to  future  generations 
of  women  in  missions.  All  contri¬ 
butions  are  invested  permanently, 
along  with  10%  of  each  year’s 
interest  earnings  on  the  principal, 
which  stands  at  nearly  $1.17  mil¬ 
lion.  The  remaining  interest  earn¬ 
ings  is  given  each  year  in  grants. 
Since  1988,  WMU  has  awarded 
$415,523  in  grants. 

Seventeen  of  the  27  grants 
awarded  this  year  went  to  projects 
in  the  U.S.  The  funded  projects 
will  provide  training  and/or  mate¬ 
rials  for  WMU  leaders  in  Alaska, 
California,  Colorado,  Hawaii, 
Iowa,  Michigan,  Minnesota- Wis¬ 
consin,  New  England,  New  York, 
Nevada,  the  Dakotas,  Northwest, 
Ohio,  Utah-Idaho,  and  Wyoming. 

Dick/ens  is  communication 
specialist  for  Woman's  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  SBC. 


The  62nd  annual  Baptist  Men’s 
Day  will  be  held  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  across  Mississippi 
and  the  nation  on  Sunday,  Jan.  22, 
1995,  according  to  Paul  Harrell, 
director  of  the  Brotherhood 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  theme  is,  “Missions 
involvement  through  equipping 
believers.” 

“Baptist  men  by  nature  are 
action-oriented,  and  there  is  a  ten¬ 
dency  for  men  to  focus  on  mis¬ 
sions  activities  to  the  exclusion  of 
ongoing  missions  education.  To 
effectively  involve  men  in  mis¬ 
sions,  we  must  maintain  a  balance, 
and  Baptist  Men’s  Day  provides  an 
opportunity  to  focus  on  both  mis¬ 
sions  education  and  missions  activ¬ 
ities,”  Harrell  said. 

Harrell  recommended  that 
churches  consult  the  1994-95  Bap¬ 
tist  Men’s  Planbook  for  sugges¬ 
tions  on  how  to  make  Baptist 
Men’s  Day  a  significant  event. 

Among  the  suggestions  in  the 
planbook  are: 

—  Form  a  planning  committee. 

—  Consult  the  pastor  and  the 


church  calendar  about  observ¬ 
ing  Baptist  Men’s  Day  during 
the  morning  worship  service 
and  for  recognition  time  during 
the  evening  worship  service  on 
Jan.  22. 

—  Display  Baptist  Men’s  Day 
posters. 

—  Include  antiouncement  in 
church  publications  and  use  special 
Baptist  Men’s  day  bulletin  inserts 
available  at  Baptist  Book  Stores. 

—  Select  a  ministry  project  to 
be  completed  in  connection  with 
Baptist  Men’s  Day. 

—  Ask  men  to  share  missions 
testimonies  during  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices. 

“Through  missions  awareness 
we  come  to  understand  the  biblical 
principle  of  missions;  Southern 
Baptists’  historical  nature  of  mis¬ 
sions;  tremendous  missions  needs; 
and  trends  that  shape  the  efforts  to  ’ 
reach  Mississippi  and  the  world  for 
the  Lord,”  Harrell  pointed  out. 

For  more  information  on  Bap¬ 
tist  Men’s  Day  and  the  planbook. 
contact  the  Mississippi  Brother¬ 
hood  Department  at  (601)  968- 
3800,  or  toll  free  (800)  748-1651. 


Mississippi  finishes  year 
just  above  budget  target 


~  Mississippi  Baptists  gave  almost 
exactly  what  they  said  they  would 
through  the  Cooperative  Program 
in  1994,  exceeding  the  budget  by 
0.1%,  according  to  Bill  Causey, 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

The  1994  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  budget  was  $22,452,000. 


Gifts  to  SBC  CP  drop  2% 
in  December,  above  1993 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Alma  Hunt  (left),  former  executive  director  of 
the  SBC  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  from  1948-74,  was  honored 
Jan.  7  at  the  dedication  of  a  museum  in  her  name  at  the  WMU  national 
headquarters.  Jim  Henry  (right),  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  was  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion.  He  recalled  first  meeting 
Hunt  as  a  summer  staffer  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center.  (WMU 
photo  by  Dan  Bryan) 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Cooper¬ 
ative  Program  (CP)  receipts  for 
December  dropped  2.21%  below 
that  month  a  year  ago,  according 
to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 

Receipts  for  the  year-to-date 
were  almost  identical  to  a  year 
ago:  $34,494,918  compared  to 
$34,367,885,  or  a  .37%  increase 
($127,032). 

For  December,  CP  receipts 
totaled  $12,218,783  compared  to 
December  1993  of  $12,495,334, 
or  a  decrease  of  $276,550. 

Designated  receipts  for  the 
month  were  up  4.63%: 
$3,309,045  compared  to 
$3,162,701  while  the  year-to-date 
designated  receipts  total  was 


9.43%  ahead  of  the  same  period 
last  year;  $7,067,706  compared  to 
$6,458,758.  The  SBC  fiscal  year 
is  Oct.  1  to  Sept.  30. 

The  December  receipts  were 
above  the  required  SBC  program 
allocation  budget  monthly  total  of 
$11,378,310  or  7.39%  ($840,473). 
The  year-to-date  receipts  are 
1.05%  above  the  Y-T-D  budget 
requirement:  $34,494,918  com¬ 
pared  to  $34,134,932. 

The  SBC  Cooperative  Program 
total  includes  receipts  from  indi¬ 
viduals,  churches,  state  conven¬ 
tions  and  fellowships  for  distribu¬ 
tion  according  to  the  1994-95 
program  allocation  budget  as  well 
as  restricted  funds  received  from 
state  conventions  which  identify 
them  as  Cooperative  Program. 


Gifts  from  participating  churches 
totaled  $2/,474,619,  which  is 
$22,619,  or  0.1%,  more  than  that 
budgeted. 

The  1993  budget  was  the  same 
as  that  of  1994.  However,  the  gift 
total  that  year  was  $21,654,659, 
which  was  $797,341  or  3.55%  less 
than  that  budgeted.  The  1994  bud¬ 
get  goal  was  the  first  reached  since 
1990.  December  gifts  totaled 
$1,994,035. 

The  CP  —  37%  of  which  goes 
to  SBC  causes  outside  the  state  — 
in  Mississippi  funds  leadership 
education,  child  care.  Baptist  col¬ 
leges,  and  such  SBC  programs  as 
home  and  foreign  missions  and 
seminary  education. 

The  budget  is  approved  by  a 
committee  of  the  convention  board, 
the  full  board,  and  then  by  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  before  going  into  effect. 

A  total  of  1,930  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  gave  through  the 
CP  in  either  or  both  of  the  past  two 
years.  Of  that  number,  1,174  gave 
more  in  1994  than  they  did  in  1993. 

“It  is  probable  that  Mississippi 
Baptists  still  lead  the  way  by  being 
the  state  with  the  largest  per-capita 
giving  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,"  said  Causey.  ^Tray  God 
help  us  to  translate  this  same  atti¬ 
tude  into  souls  saved  and  Christian 
discipleship.” 
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Over  800  bills  filed... 

Mississippi  Legislature  opens  1995  session  in  Jackson; 
many  proposals  to  tackle  hot  political,  religious  issues 


The  1995  session  of  the  Mis-  ment  of  penalties, 
sissippi  Legislature  began  at  noon  SB  2175  provides  more  effective 
on  Tuesday,  January  3.  By  Thurs-  protection  of  society  by  phasing  out 
day  afternoon  of  that  week,  over  parole  and  good  time  and  by  requir- 

800  bills  had  been  filed  —  many  ing  an  inmate  to  serve  at  least  85% 

of  which  are  of  concern  to  Missis-  of  a  sentence.  It  also  provides  for 
sippi  Baptists:  repeal  of  the  Mississippi  Parole 

Board. 

Abortion 

House  Bill  (HB)  153  prohibits  Drugs 

the  location  of  abortion  facilities  HB  81  and  82  provides  for  the 

within  1,500  feet  of  any  church,  testing  of  all  officers,  officials,  and 

school,  or  kindergarten.  employees  of  the  state 

for  unlawful  drug  use. 

HB  84  lowers  the 
blood  alcohol  level  for 
intoxication  from  .10  to 
.08  for  adults,  and  estab¬ 
lishes  .02  as  the  level  of 
intoxication  for  persons 
underage  21. 

HB  438  provides  that 
any  person  convicted 
under  the  implied  con¬ 
sent  laws  as  DUI  who  is 
under  age  15  shall  not  be 
eligible  to  receive  an 
operator’s  license  until 
the  person’s  18th  birth¬ 
day. 

HB  85  provides  for  the  confisca¬ 
tion  of  motor  vehicle  license  tags 
for  driving  under  the  influence 
(DUI)  offenses,  and  for  the  issuance 
of  a  temporary  tag. 

HB  436  provides  that  a  person 
convicted  for  a  second  offense  of 
DUI  shall  be  required  to  use  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  license  plate. 

HB  611  prohibits  the  suspension 
of  DUI  sentences. 

HB  86  reenacts  the  statute  estab¬ 
lishing  penalties  for  violation  of 
implied  consent  laws. 

HB  256  establishes  alternative 
forms  of  punishment  for  persons 
under  age  21  convicted  of  violation 
of  the  alcohol  implied  consent  laws. 

HB  104  and  264  makes  it  unlaw¬ 
ful  to  operate  a  water  craft  while 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  or 
other  substance,  and  establishes 
implied  consent  for  blood  alcohol 
level  testing. 

HB  105  requires  blood  alcohol 
tests  for  boat  operators  involved  in 
boating  accidents  that  result  in  a 
death. 

HB  124  makes  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  have  a  firearm  in  his 
immediate  possession  or  control 
while  under  the  influence  of  any 
alcoholic  beverage,  light  wine,  or 
controlled  substance. 

HB  150  prohibits  smoking  in 
state  office  buildings. 

HB  151  prohibits  smoking  in 
many  public  indoor  areas. 

HB  398  and  SB  2097  allows 
home  brewing  of  beer  of  up  to  200 
gallons  per  adult  in  household  per 
year. 

HB  466  provides  that  up  to  one 
gallon  of  liquor  or  three  gallons  of 
beer  or  light  wine  may  be  transport¬ 
ed  and  possessed  for  personal  use 
and  consumption  in  a  dry  county. 

HB  400  provides  that  all  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  sold  in  the  state 
include  warnings  about  the  dan- 


ing  education.  Gambling  t, 

HB  590  establishes  the  right  of  HB  197  legalizes  pari-mutuel 
parents  regarding  the  teaching  gambling  on  horse  races  and  dog 

races. 

HB  303  legalizes  pari-mutuel 
gambling  on  horse  races  and  estab¬ 
lishes  a  Mississippi  Horse  Racing 
Commission. 

HB  222  provides  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  state  lottery  with  the 
revenues  going  to  fund  public  edu¬ 
cation  and  to  establish  a  Mississippi 
State  Lottery  Commission. 

HB  301  and  302  develop  and 
implement  a  “Gamblers  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Program”  in  the  Department  of 
Mental  Health. 

HB  399  creates  a  “Mississippi 
Critical  Needs  Trust  Fund”  from  a 
percentage  of  revenues  from  gamb¬ 
ling. 

HB  480  permits  persons  with 
felony  convictions,  after  seven 
years,  to  be  grantee!  a  work  permit 
as  a  gambling  establishment 
employee. 

HB  481  permits  persons  with 
felony  convictions,  after  10  years, 
to  be  granted  a  work  permit  as  a 
gambling  establishment  employee. 

SB  2083  authorizes  issuance  of 
work  permits  for  employees  of 
gambling  establishments  who  have 
committed  a  felony. 

HB  505  legalizes  sports  pools  for 
wagering  on  sporting  events  to  be 
conducted  aboard  cruise  vessels  and 
on  vessels  in  counties  having  legal 
gambling. 

HB  536  permits  gambling 
devices,  machines,  and  equipment 
to  be  stored  in  counties  and  cities 
that  have  not  approved  gambling 
aboard  cruise  vessels. 


ChurchJState 

Senate  Bill  (SB)  2136  asserts  that 
members  of  religious  societies,  con¬ 
gregations,  or  denominations  shall 
not  be  personally  liable  for  acts* 
debts,  liabilities,  or  obligations  of 
the  society. 


Mississippi  Legislature 


dren  shall  not  be 

v  i  \  '*  ?  SCR  505  memorial- 

■’  3  V*  1265  lhe  U.S.  Congress  to 

propose  and  submit  for 
ratification  an  amend- 
ment  relating  to  parental 
•  rights. 

■4  SB  2120  amends  state 

I  law  to  clarify  the  behav- 

ior  for  which  a  compul- 
sory-school-age  child 
permit  to  sell  beer  and  light  wine  to  shall  be  removed  from-an  alterna- 
sell  or  furnish  beer  or  light  wine  to  live  school  program, 
any  person  under  age  21. 

SB  2023  requires  the  operator  of 
any  motor  vehicle  involved  in  an 
accident  that  results  in  a  death  to 
submit  to  a  blood  test  to  determine 
blood  alcohol  content. 

SB  2067  provides  that  an  injury 
is  not  compensable  if  the  employee 
was  intoxicated' or  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  a  controlled  substance  at  the 
time  of  the  injury. 

SB  2191  amends  state  law  to 
prohibit  the  sale  or  consumption  of 
alcoholic  beverages  at  any  public 
athletic  event  involving  any  public 
elementary  or  secondary  school, 
any  public  junior  or  community  col¬ 
lege,  or  any  state-supported  institu¬ 
tion  of  higher  learning. 


Criminal  Justice 

HB  94  amends  state  law  to  pro¬ 
vide  that  a  person  and  his  attorney 
shall  be  jointly  liable  for  costs  and 
damages  in  a  frivolous  suit. 

HB  106  prescribes  the  sentence 
of  caning  for  criminal  offenses. 

House  Concurrent  Resolution 
(HCR)18  amends  the  Mississippi 
Constitution  to  provide  that  the  leg¬ 
islature  may  authorize  the  use  of 
caning  and  other  forms  of  corporal 
punishment  in  appropriate  criminal 
cases. 

SB  2108  prescribes  the  sentence 
of  paddling  of  a  minor  for  certain 
offenses  including  possession  of 
tobacco,  certain  violations  of  the 
uniform  controlled  substance  law, 
and  for  certain  crimes  involving 
vandalism  or  destruction  of  proper¬ 
ty- 

HB  114  establishes  the  sexually 
violent  predator  law  and  provides 
that  notice  be  given  to  the  prosecut¬ 
ing  attorney  before  release  of  a  per¬ 
son  determined  to  be  a  sexually  vio¬ 
lent  predator. 

SB  2035  provides  that  records  of 
sex  offender  registrations  shall  be 
open  to  law  enforcement  agencies, 
and  provides  Tor  the  release  of  rele¬ 
vant  and  necessary  information  to 
the  public. 

HB  610  provides  that  sex  offend¬ 
er  registration  information  shall  be 
a  matter  of  public  record. 

HB  124  makes  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  have  a  firearm  in  his 
immediate  possession  or  control 
while  under  the  influence  of  any 
alcoholic  beverage,  light  wine,  beer, 
or  controlled  substance. 

HB  275  requires  the  registration 
of  firearms  with  a  muzzle  velocity 
of  more  than  2,000  feet  per  second. 

SB  2062  creates  the  offense  of 
criminal  exposure  of  another  person 
to  Human  Immunodeficiency  Vims 
(HIV). 

SB  2039  requires  confidentiality 
of  medical  and  investigative  reports 
concerning  cases  of  rape  or  other 
sexual  crimes. 

SB  2123  amends  state  law  to 
include  gang  criminal  activities, 
including  gang  initiation  crimes  as 
a  hate  crime  subject  to  enhance- 


FamUy 

HB  83  amends  state  law  to  pro¬ 
vide  that  there  shall  be  no  presump¬ 
tion  that  child  custody  should  be 
awarded  to  the  mother  during 
divorce  proceedings. 

HB  92  amends  state  law  to 
remove  the  3-day  waiting  period  for 
the  issuance  of  marriage  licenses 
for  persons  over  age  18. 

SB  2114  amends  state  law  to 
revise  the  grounds  for  determination 
of  custody  when  child  abuse  is 
alleged. 

SB  2121  amends  state  law  to 
revise  the  grounds  for  termination 
of  parental  rights  when  a  parent  has 
been  convicted  of  sex  abuse. 

HB  274  amends  state  law  to 
revise  the  penalty  for  touching  or 
pro-  handling  a  child  for  lustful  purpos- 
hool  es. 

ither  HB  318  establishes  a  statewide 
tsed  curfew  for  minors  under  age  18. 

HB  97  creates  a  presumption  that 
pro-  no  parent  who  has  a  history  of  per- 
ence  petrating  family  violence  shall  be 
i  the  awarded  sole  or  joint  custody  of 
iuca-  children. 

HB  98  amends  state  law  to  clari- 
lool  fy  child  support  guidelines, 
and  HB  440  and  521  amend  state  law 
duce  to  include  irreconcilable  differences  Senators  and  representatives 
stu-  among  the  grounds  for  which  can  be  reached  during  the  session 
divorce  may  be  decreed  to  the  by  writing  to  Box  1018,  Jackson, 
‘tors  injured  party.  MS  39215  or  by  calling  (601) 

isrng  HB  100  amends  state  law  to  359-3770. 
ts  in  revise  certain  irreconcilable  differ-  For  more  information  on  leg- 

con-  ences  divorce  procedures,  and  islative  issues,  contact  the  Christ- 

requires  counseling  of  the  couple  by  ian  Action  Commission  (CAC)  at 
it  of  a  licensed  counselor  or  member  of  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
ition  the  clergy.  -  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800. 

g  of  HB  261  amends  state  law  to  pro-  or  toll-free  (800)  758-165 1 . 

vide  that  pregnancy  of  another  Jones  is  CAC  executive 
dis-  woman  by  the  husband  shall  be  director.  Holmes  is  CAC  consul- 

rents  included  in  the  tenth  cause  of  tant  for  family  and  women’s 

cad-  divorce. 


Safety  ' 

HB  609  makes  it  unlawful  for  a 
person  under  age  18  to  ride  within 
or  upon  any  portion  of  a  motor 
vehicle  not  designated  for  passen¬ 
gers. 

SB  2019  amends  state  law  to 
provide  for  sentencing  of  a  first- 
time  traffic  violator  to  a  safe-dri¬ 
ving  school,  and  provides  that  a 
first  traffic  violation  will  not  be 
entered  on  the  driving  record  of  any 
individual. 


Other 

HB  272  regulates  and  restricts 
the  volume  of  radios  or  other  sound 
amplification  system  in  motor  vehi¬ 
cles. 


What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


January  1 2,  1 995 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Kenny  Dlgby 


|  If  you  would  like  more  information  about  this 
year's  festival  call  Wes  Pegues  with  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651,  or  write  to  him 
at  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.  O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


"Created  to  Be  Creative"  is  the  theme, 
once  again,  for  the  Christian  Performing 
Arts  Festival.  The  Festival  features  train¬ 
ing  conferences  in  drama,  puppetry,  and 
•  clowning.  We  have  added  the  area  of 
Church  Recreation  to  this  year's  festival. 
There  will  be  several  conferences  covering 
the  different  aspects  of  a  church  recreation 
program.  This  year's  Festival  features 
"FISHWORKS,"  a  drajua  troupe  from 
Decatur,  Georgia.  We  have  invited  an  "all 
i  star"  cast  of  conference  leaders  who  will 
provide  basic  training  for  the  beginner 
and  advanced  training  for  the  experi- 
i  enced. 


February  3-4,  1 995 

Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Miss. 


R.  O.  and  Angle  Stone 


The  Stone  Brothers 


|.  Garland  McKee 


B.j.  Jenkins 


J.  Gilman  McKee 


Jim  Ponder 


Ralph  DougiasWest 


Luke  Garrett 


Darrell  Robinson 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

January  30-3 1 ,  1 995 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 
Begins:  1 :30  p.m.,  Monday  •  Concludes:  9:00  p.m.,  Tuesday 


mM 


The  Evangelism  Conference  is  for  minister 

T  T  ITT  and  ,aity‘  Come  one’  COme  al1 10  recelve 

HPrP^  HODP  the  highest  degree  of  spiritual  inspiration 

JLJ A  through  preaching  and  music. 

Share  Jesus  Now  ^  Garland  McKee  at  i  -soo-748- 1 65 1 

fnr  further  information. 


January  16-31,  1995 


SATURDAY 


FRIDAY 


THURSDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


for  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  Winter  Bible 
Study 


for  churches  as  they 
observe  Baptist 
Men's  Day  on  the 
22nd 


for  visa  status  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  in 

Bangladesh  and  for 
missionaries  as  they 
deal  with  the  govern¬ 
ment 


for  Jim  and  Brenda 
Hearn  in  Togo,  as  They 
work  with  a  group  to 
start  a  new  church;  for 
Brenda  as  she  directs 
the  Bible  Way  pro¬ 
gram  for  Togo;  for  Jim 
as  he  works  with 
sports  evangelisml  8 


for  |im  and  Penni  Tilton  as  they 
begin  their  work  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  that  they  will 
have  good  Russian  tutors,  that 
they  can  find  a  reliable  caretak¬ 
er  for  Nathan,  17-months  old, 
while  they  study  the  language; 
for  their  use  of  LMCO  funds  to 
buy  Russian  New  Testaments 
and  English-teaching  materials 
to  use  in  their  work  _  _ 


for  Larry  and  Cheryl 
Cox  in  their  special 
work 


for  bivocational  pas 
tors  in  our  state 


for  the  Black  Student 
Retreat  today  and 
tomorrow 


for  the  Evangelism 
Conference  planned 
by  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the 
Convention  Board 
January  30-31, 

Temple  Baptist 

Church,  Hattiesburg 


for  churches  enlisting 
people  to  attend 
Starting  Innovative 
Bible  Studies 
Conferences  February 
20-21  for  ideas  and 
training  for  Bible 
Study  outreach  next 
quarter  <y* 


for  the  many  music- 
related  meetings 
planned  by  the 
Church  Music 
Department  of  the 
Convention  Board 
during  January 


for  people  preparing 
to  lead  the  Bible 
Study 


for  busy  church 
members  to  be  able 
to  adjust  schedules  to 
find  time  for  this 
important  study 


MISSISSIPPI  MISSIONARIES  -  from  time  to  time 
you  will  see  on  the  prayer  calendar  a  request  to  pray 
for  missionaries  in  various  places...  you  will  know  that 
these  are  some  of  our  Mississippi  folks,  unless  we  tell 
you  otherwise...  we  will  include  these  requests  for 
prayer  as  they  come  in  without  any  explanation  even 
though  they  appear  in  a  seemingly  unrelated  setting. 
WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY...  that  special  time^when  we 
enjoy  an  intense  look  at  a  portion  of  God's  Word  that 
it  may  be  our  guide  for  living.  Let's  pray. 


for  church  staff  mem¬ 
bers  who  need 
encouragement  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  time 


for  your  pastor,  espe- 
cially,  as  he  leads 
your  church 


for  chaplains  who 
serve  in  our  state 


Prayer  Ministry  Office 

P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904 
Mississippi  PrayerLine  t -800-1 


MISSIONARY 

MOMENTS 


Women's  Conference 

MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE,  CLINTON,  MISSISSIPPI 

February  3-4, 1995 


Moments 


\  jjmr  I  have  proven  to  be  a  simple,  but 

Vlfii  e^ect‘ve  way  of  promoting  the 
A  l  |lH|  Cooperative  Program  week  in 
1  many  churches.  They  contain 

I  short  prayer  guides  featuring  over 

1  1  1  \  100  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 

1  \  working  through  the  ministries  of 

1  — 1  the  Cooperative  Program.  Often 

^ -  churches  use  them  as  a  way  of 

enriching  the  offertory  during  worship  services.  You 
may  order  a  copy  for  your  church  by  returning  the  form 
below. 


Deadline  for  pre-registration  is  February  1,  1995 


Registration  Form 


Contact  Person 


Address 


Phone 


Yes,  please  send  me  a  copy  of  Missionary 
Moments 


Church 


ssociation 


Number  registering 


Church 


Name _ 

Address 
City _ 


Send  registration  to: 

WOMEN'S  CONFERENCE 

WMU 

P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


State 


Return  to:  Stewardship  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


ary  6-28,  1995 

1:00  p.m.  weekdays 
I  2:00  p.m.  Saturdays 
m  -  12th  Graders 


February  6 
February  7 
February  9 
February  11 
February  16 
February  II 
February  wk 
February  fl 
February 


xford  BC,  Oxford 
Lrg  BC,  Tupelo 
ikville 

Ibilding,  Jackson 


(10th-l2th  graders) 

solos,  leading  hymns,  and/or  x  ■  / 

playing  their  instruments  for  a 

pane/  of  ministers  of  music;  receiu-  - 

ing  their  encouraging  comments;  and  possibly  being  invited 
to  participate  in  the  State  -Youth  Four  Part  Festival,  February 


McComb 
>C,  Hattiesburg 


ing,  Jackson 


Auditions  wi 

•  aJ 


VOCAL  FESTIVAL 


%  Sing  two  selections 


Audition  i 
legist  rat 


CONDUCTING  FESTIVAL 


audition  & 


Direct  three  hymns  or  conduct  an  anthem  or  instrumental 
ensemble  (on  the  advanced  level)  ^ 


INSTRUMENTAL  FESTIVAL 

%  (Woodwind,  Brass,  Strings,  Pitched  Percussion) 

Play  a  solo  piece  of  literature 

AREA  CONDUCTING,  INSTRUMENTAL,  VOCAL 
FESTIVALS  Monday,  January  16,  6:00-8:00  p.m., 
University  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg;  Tuesday,  January  17 
6:00-8:00  p.m..  North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford; 
Tuesday,  January  17,  6:00-8:00  p.m.,  Baptist  Building, 
Jackson 


CJ  LOCATION 

»  NAME _ 

gjj  AGE  _ 

S  INSTRUMEI 
%  SCHOOL  N 


IRIENCE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE  N< 


CHURCH 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


SEE  YOUR  YOUTH  RECEIVING  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Partial  scholarships  to  Gulfshore,  Ridgecrest  or  Glorieta 
Music  Conferences  $200.00  college  music  scholarships 
(Doubled  when  used  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college) 


MUSL 


SEE  YOUR  YOUTH  singing,  leading  hymns  and 
playing  instruments  in  their  own  home  churches! 


lustration  and  return  at  least  one  week  prior  to  audi 
ARTMENT,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


#  For  preparation  information  and  registration  forms,  refer  to  your  1995 
Youth  Music  Ministry  Book,  or  contact  your  Church  Music  Department  at 
968-3800  or  toll  free  at  1  -800-748- 1651. 


(1  6  ii  f” 


I  ^  U  >  I  <  * 


JANUARY  21,  1995 

Theme:  "Catch  the  Spirit" 

Place:  William  Carey  College 
Time:  3:00  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Cost:  $7.50  per  person 

(ihcluqjes  registration, 

^t  me&l,  limited  insurance) 
I  Highlights:  basketball  game, 

missionary,  cheerleaders, 

|  C  gameS  - 

I  JANUARY  28,  1995 

Theme:  "Catch  the  Spirit" 

Place:  Blue  Mountain  College 
Time:  11 :30  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Cost:  $7.50  per  person 

(includes  registration, 
meal,  limited  insurance) 
i  Highlights:  basketball  game, 

missionary,  cheerleaders, 
games 


HereJs-^mdlmovative  conference  you  will  not  want  to 
miss!  Help  your  church  explore  new  dimensions  for 
'  •providing  Bible  study  groups 
BEYOND  THE  FOUR  WALLS  OF  YOUR 
CHURCH  BUILDING. 


Date:  February  20-21,  1995 

Locations:  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Southaven  •  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 

Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg  • 


Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Oakhurst  Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale  •  First  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 


TARGET  AUDIENCE:  Pastors,  Staff,  SS  Directors,  Outreach  Leaders,  Deacons,  SS  Directors  or 
teachers  interested  in  providing  new  Bible  studies,  potential  Bible  study  leaders,  Discipleship  Training 

Directors. 


CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED  WITH  PAYMENT.  REGISTRATION  DEAD¬ 
LINE  IS  FEBRUARY  6,  1995.  Conference  pre-registration  fee  is  $3.00  per  person/maximum  for  a 
church  is  $15.00  to  cover  cost  of  materials.  The  fee  applies  to  any  part  of  the  conference  time  during  the 
day.  No  fee  will  be  charged  for  the  Rally  time  on  Monday  night.  Make  check  payable  to:  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention  Board. 


REGISTRATION 


Sponsored  jointly  by 

Bible  Study  Team  and  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Church 

Contact 

Address 

PhoneV 


Person 


For  further  information  and  registration,  you  may  contact  the  Sunday  School 

Department  at  1-800-748-1651 . 


Church  Phone 

Nlimfiier  Registering  j  Amount  Sent  ' 

Please^iridicate  which  GA/Acteeil  Day  you 
will  beattepding: : 


□Twee 


Mail  to: 

GA/Acteens  Day 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Ridgecrest 

June  23-July  1,  1995 


You  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  trip  to  North  Carolina  for  WMU  Conference 
Week  at  Ridgecrest.  Two  extra  days  have  been  added  to  enjoy  shopping  and 
sightseeing  in  Gatlmburg'  Atlanta  and  Birmingham,  and  lunch  at  the  Jarrett 
House  in  Dillsboro,  NC 

Theme:  Risk  the  Journey 

Cost:  $610.00  roundtrip  trom  Jackson 

Deposit  of  $120  is  required  by  February  15  to  confirm 
Trip  Includes:  Travel,  five  nights  accommodations,  all  meals  registration  and 
conference  fees 


TUTORING  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
AS  MINISTRY  WORKSHOP 


...will  be  held  on  Jan.  14  and  Jan.  20,  8:30  a.m.- 
3:30  p.m.  at  the  Metro  Associational  Office,  6530 
Dogwood  Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39213.  Bring  a 
sack  lunch.  Drinks  will  be  provided.  ADVANCED 
RESERVATION  REQUIRED-Call  362-8676.  For 
more  information  about  conference  content  call 
Jeanette Canzoneri,  conference  leader  at  372- 
0609. 


Registration  forms  are  available  in  the  WMU  office. 
-  Call  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


tion.  They  believe  most  church  who  earned  it  out  To  be  frank,  if  the  Word  sa 
members,  other  denominations,  we  cease  to  be  a  “denomination,”  the  riches  be 
and  that  sometimes  their  own  par-  because  we  adhere  to  and  defend  knowledge 
ents  and  children  are  those  pre-  both  the  sovereignty  of  God  and  unsearchabl 
destined  to  bell,  while  they  are  the  the  free  will  of  man  in  respect  to  his  ways  pa 
main  stumbling  block!  They  offer  salvation,  then  so  be  it!  Besides,  11:37). 
these  sinners  no  hope,  feeling  God  we  are  not  asked  to  share  the  gos-  Stephen  J 
has  already  assigned  them  to  hell,  pel  with  the  world  based  on  Columbu: 
This  flawed  interpretation  of  “man  whether  or  not  God  is  sovereign, 
in  God’s  image,”  (Gen.  1:26)  and  Nor  are  we  asked  to  share  the  Calvinif 
of  John  3:16  destroys  hope  and  good  news  with  the  world  based 
probably  negates  their  witness  to  on  our  thoughts  about  free  will.  Editor: 
sinners!  We  are  commanded  to  proclaim  “If  you  t 

Donald  Windham,  pastor  the  gospel  —  period.  We  are  stuff>  ^>]]  Jq] 

West  Poplarville  Church  called  to  obey  this  command  and  si0ns  in  yoi 

Poplarville  serve.  wiser,  and  n 

The  way  I  like  to  look  at  the  sajd  t0  me 
Not  just  Baptists  unsolvable  mystery  of  predestina-  pastor  0f  a 

tion  and  free  will  is  this:  the  analo-  down  the  ro< 
Editor:  gy  of  train  track,  with  one  rail  church.  He  I 

The  resurgence  of  Calvinism  being  predestination,  and  the  other  was  a  Calvir 
among  Southern  Baptists  and  the  free  will.  At  this  point  in  time  and  I  Was  ver 
issue  of  a  proper  understanding  of  fr°m  our  current  perspective,  these  cje  jn  the  1 

God’s  sovereignty  as  it  refers  to  tw0  biblical  doctrines  may  seem  Baptist  Re 

election  and  free  will  is  not  an  separate,  unblending,  and  even  read,  “Re 

SBC  exclusive.  Many  more  mutually  exclusive.  As  we  ride  renews  deb 

sects/denominations  are  being  led  along  the  track  toward  heaven  we  chance  at  t 

by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  this  can  1°°^  ahead  to  where  they  tone  of  the 

very  issue.  appear  to  meet  and  become  one,  slanted,  it  v 

“Why?”  we  may  ask.  The  and  1  believe  when  we  can  see  to  those  of 

surest  sign  that  God  is  behind  an  fr°m  God’s  perspective,  they  will.  Doctrines  c 

act  or  event  in  the  church  today  is  Let  us  not  reject  God’s  nature  or  espoused  b; 

to  identify  the  motivation  of  those  actions  based  on  our  lack  of  faith  SBC. 

or  understanding.  But  let  us  say  as  \  ^  wej] 


Editor: 

I  grew  up  in  a  hyper-Calvinist 
Baptist  church  that  later  moved  to 
a  moderated  Calvinist  group, 
exposed  to  the  anti-everyttnng  the- 


AUTHORS  WANTED 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manu¬ 
scripts  ot  all  types:  fiction,  non-tiction,  poetry, 
scholarly,  juvenile  and  religious  works,  etc. 
New  authors  welcomed.  Send  for  free  32-page 
illustrated  booklet  H-101  Vantage  Press,  516 
W.  34  St.,  New  York,  NY  10001 


arrives  m 


■  «  «■’ .  WM 

•!  'hr  Natlena)  Ce-mnStt 
Secial  .v*r'.inr>  and  Mww 
.headline  reaeme  ber.al  * 
ilerial  in  its 


How  do  I  tell  a  fellow  churqh  maybe  they  don’t  like  the  idea  of  *y  agree  w»th  the  Doctrines  ot 

member  that  I  don't  like  hearing  learning  to  “speak  the  truth  in  Grace,  it  is  irresponsible  scholar- 

her  run  down  the  preacher?  I’m  love.”  S*“P  ,0  deny  t*131  “William  Carey 

tired  of  it  and  want  it  to  stop.  and  other  ear,y  BaPtist  leaders’ 

My  elderly  mother  sent  all  her  were  anything  but  evangelistic. 

When  was  the  last  time  this  money  to  a  TV  preacher  who  is  missionary-minded,  five-point 
person  said  something  good  now  bankrupt  and  in  jail.  How  /Calvinists.  You  may  disagree  with 
about  the  preacher  —  or  anyone  can  I  help  this  godly  woman  who  ^  doctrine,  but  history  must  not 

else?  Does  this  person  talk  nega-  has  completely  lost  her  faith?  be  revised  to  allow  for  current 

tively  about  everyone,  or  just  the  opinion  and  prejudices, 

pastor?  The  answers  to  these  Love  her  and  get  the  people  ,  Calvinism  kills  evangelism  and 
important  questions  can  reveal  around  her  to  love  her.  Betrayal  missions?  I  don’t  think  so. 

this  person’s  frame  of  reference  is  a  devastating  experience  that  To°y  Ludlow 

about  life.  The  best  way  to  break  cripples  people  and  prevents  Southern  Baptist  missionary 

a  bad  habit  like  this  is  through  them  from  again  risking  trust.  Japan 

affirmation.  When  something  She  has  had  a  double  slam  in  that 

good  is  said,  remark,  “That  she  has  been  betrayed  and  has  Angels  timely  Subject 
would  really  make  his  day.  Why  also  lost  both  her  spiritual  and 

don’t  you  tell  him  how  you  feel  financial  security.  Allow  her  to 

or  send  him  a  note?”  If  the  prob-  grieve  these  losses.  Give  her  time 

lem  persists,  speak  up  with  some-  to  get  over  this  (how  long 
thing  like  this:  “I  don’t  under-  depends  on  the  individual).  Rally 
stand  what  you  have  against  the  other  people  around  her.  Encour- 
pastor,  but  if  you  talk  with  him  age  her  friends  to  stay  close  even 
about  it  you  might  have  more  if  she  rejects  them.  Invite  her  to 

understanding.  I  don’t  feel  that  go  to  church  with  you.  Seeing 

way  about  him,  so  I’m  asking  other  people  going  on  with  their 

you  not  to  put  him  down  in  my  lives  can  help  her  heal.  Your 
presence. Also:  “Have  you  mother  is  scared  and  angry.  By 
prayed  about  this,  and  could  I  giving  her  your  time,  being 
pray  with  you?”  The  other  person  patient,  and  staying  involved, 
will  know  where  you  stand.  If  you  show  her  that  she  can  go  on 
you  are  subjected  to  more  com-  because  she  is  still  very  much 
plaints,  restate  until  this  person  loved.  You  can  pass  back  to  her 
gets  the  message.  Don’t  get  upset  the  faith  she  gave  you  and  help 
if  this  person  doesn’t  like  it  —  her  see  the  hope  of  tomorrow. 


*4™  Ginui.' *  WffajjjuM*. 
sit!.  ilftr  prwmsinrspn  hrnr-\y-  ##- 

examine  ways  keticirirr 

exchange  far  the  s*nat»r 
Mr  Clinton's  kidtel  la-'’'  vear  wV/2e^ 
Wtftte  r*  rtuinnan  is  Republican  Sen 
Jahri  ianfanh  #f  Missaun.  is  espedeb  t* 
make  lepsiabve  prappsais to the  president 


(r*up  has  oau1 


A  Lot  Has  Happened  In 
.  Just  Two  Years 


Uhange  happens  fast.  If  you  haven’t  looked  at  the 
life,  medical  or  disability  coverages  offered  by  the  Annuity 
Board  in  some  time,  take  a  second  look.  Improved 
benefits  in  our  programs  give  you  the  coverage  you  and 
your  family  deserve,  and  the  value  you  demand. 

Plus: 

•  No  rate  increases  for  the  past  two  and  a  half 
years  in  the  Personal  Security  Program  medical 
coverage. 

•  Flexible, “unbundled"  coverage  to  fit  any  budget. 

•  A  nt*w  prescription  drug  program  for 
comprehensive  medical  plans. 

•  HMO  and  PPO  offerings  in  many  areas. 

If  you  are  not  in  the  Personal  Security  Program  or 
the  Employer  Security  Program,  or  if  you  aren’t  certain 
about  your  present  coverage,  call  us  today,  toll-free  at 
1^00-262-051 1 .  Ask  for  the  latest  information  on  life, 
medical,  or  disability  plans. 


Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  several  arti¬ 
cles  concerning  angels  in  the  Dec. 
22  editioriof  The  Baptist  Record. 
Almost  three  fourths  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  greeting  cards  I  received  this 
year  featured  these  beautiful 
beings.  Replica  angels  can  be 
found  in  almost  every  room  of  my 
home  as  I  have  collected  and  dis¬ 
played  them  for  years. 

However,  for  those  of  us  who 
have  placed  our  faith,  trust,  and 
hope  in  the  saving  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  of  whom  the 
Scripture  speaks,  we  must  listen  as 
he  himself  tells  us  in  John  14:6.  “1 
am  the  way....” 

That  means  he  is  the  only  way. 

Thank  you  for  addressing  a 
timely  subject. 

Linda  McCullar 

Kosciusko 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfcAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  F.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  30205-0330.  Flense  be  brief,  rinme 
Is  not  required.  Remem ben  In  time  of  crisis,  your  pmstor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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Spurgeon  Kelley,  former 
pastor,  dies  at  age  89 

Spurgeon  S.  Kelley,  89,  died  For  15  years  Kelley  and  his 
Dec.  16  at  North  Mississippi  wife  Lavelle  worked  as  the  house 
Medical  Center.  parents  at  Alpha  House  in  Tupe- 

Kelley  was  ordained  in  1932  lo,  a  home  for  troubled  young 
by  First  Church,  Tupelo.  He  men.  He  baptized  27  of  these 
organized  seven  churches,  built  youths  while  there.  He  baptized 
10  churches,  and  pastored  21  more  than  a  thousand  people  in 
churches.  his  ministry.  He  was  a  brick- 

New  Hope  Church,  Tupelo,  layer  and  assisted  in  building  10 
honored  Kelley  in  August  1993  for  churches.  s. 

61  years  of  ministry  and  for  his  Survivors  include  his  wife, 
leadership  at  New  Hope  Church.  Lavelle  Vinson  Kelley  of  Tupelo; 

two  daughters,  Elaine  Herrington 
/-yyL | 4*  of  Ormond  Beach,  Fla.,  and 

®  tJA.llJ.LllL  Annie  Pearl  Sedler  of  Temple, 

3.  ^  Texas;  son,  Malcomb  A.  Kelley 

at  Carey  of  Ormond  Beach,  Fla.;  :md  step- 

*'  son,  Charles  Vinson  of  Jackson. 

one  of  400  quilts  to  hang  in  the 
10th  annual  show  of  the  American 
Quilter’s  Society  in  Paducah,  Ky. 

The  quilters  recently  completed 
and  donated  96  children’s  quilts  to 
the  Ronald  McDonald  House 
Jackson.  The  House  tries  to  give  — j 

each  child  his  or  her  own  quilt  as  a 
reminder  of  the  concern  and  com- 
fort  offered  by  a  caring  communi- 

ty.  m— — HOT 

The  exhibit  can  be  viewed  dur-  ^ 
ing  regular  gallery  hours,  1-4  p.m. 

Monday-Friday,  or  by  appoint-  maOL- 

ment.  The  Lucile  Parker  Gallery  is 

located  in  Thomas  Hall,  William  ^ 

Carey  College,  Hattiesburg. _ 


I  i.'i  Min-  J"1' 
istries.  He  can 

be  contacted  at  12708  Shuck 
Road,  Enterprise,  MS  39330. 
Telephone:  (601)  655-8472. 


Voice,”  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison,  on  Jan.  28,  9  a.m.-3:30 
p.m.  Pre-registration  is  required  by 
Jan.  18.  For  more  information,  call 
Ridgecrest  Church  at  (601)  853- 
1090. 


Harry  L.  Cole,  1590  Dillon 
Ridge  Road,  Vicksburg,  is  avail¬ 
able  for  interim  and  supply 
preaching.  He  has  pastored 
churches  in  Mississippi  and  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  is  a  graduate  of  Cov¬ 
ington  Theological  Seminary, 
Chattanooga.  Cole  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (601)  630-9475  or  War- 
Ray  Lloyd  and  his  wife  Gret-  ren  Association,  (601)  638-2142. 
ta  will  leave  this  month  to  teach  at 

the  Hong  Kong  Seminary.  He  will  BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
be  teaching  Old  Testament  for  the  Samford  University  President 
spring  semester.  He  was  formerly  Thomas  E.  Corts  has  been  elect- 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Starkville.  ed  president-elect  of  the  Southern 

Association  of  Colleges  and 
Peg  Rankin,  nationally-known  Schools,  the  regional  accrediting 
author  and  speaker,  will  lead  a  organization  that  represents  more 
seminar  for  women,  “Through  than  12,000  public  and  private 
Many  Roles  Hearing  God’s  schools  at  all  levels  of  education. 


“Warmth  for  the  Body  Inspired 
from  the  Soul,”  an  exhibit  of  prize¬ 
winning  quilts  and  quilted  items, 
will  be  on  display  in  the  Lucile 
Parker  Gallery  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  of  William  Carey  College 
from  Jan.  10  through  Feb.  3. 

Organized  in  1984  by  Doris 
Aultman,  Martha  Ginn,  Susan 
Kelly,  and  Gail  Rowland,  the  Pine 
Belt  Quilters  has  grown  to  85 
members. 

Many  of  the  quilters  have 
received  awards  and  honors  in 
local,  regional,  and  national  com¬ 
petitions.  Betty  Tudor’s  “Balti- 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Begin-  After  the  first  month  of  totally  more  Album  Rose”  was  chosen  as 
ning  Jan.  1,  1995,  Southern  Bap-  free  services,  users  would  pay  the 
tist  computer  users  can  try  SBC-  CompuServe  standard  plan  charge 
Net  and  CompuServe  free  of  of  $8.95  plus  any  additional 
charge.  charges  for  extended  services  on 

SBCNet,  the  denomination’s  CompuServe.  After  the  $25  credit 
data  communications  network,  has  been  used,  the  cost  of  SBCNet 
may  be  accessed  by  using  a  com-  is  a  flat  rate  of  $7.95  monthly, 
puter,  modem,  and  a  membership  plus  CompuServe’s  standard  plan 
kit  distributed  by  the  Baptist  Sun-  charge  of  $8.95  monthly. 
day  School  Board.  Kits,  which  SBCNet  services  include  sup- 
provide  access  to  services  of  both  plemental  teaching  helps  for  adult 
computer  networks,  previously  and  youth  Sunday  school  lessons 
were  $20  each.  Kits  contain  soft-  in  three  curriculum  series;  Baptist 
ware,  account  information,  credit  Press,  the  official  Southern  Bap- 
Tor  a  free  month  of  CompuServe’s  tist  news  service;  and  nine  other 
basic  services,  and  a  $25  credit  services  aimed  at  both  church  staff 
which  may  be  used  for  up  to  three  and  members.  An  additional  60 
months  of  SBCNet  services.  They  basic  services  are  offered  through 
are  available  in  DOS,  Macintosh,  CompuServe, 
and  Windows  versions  and  may  be  People  who  already  are  mem- 
ordered  by  calling  1-800-325-  bers  of  CompuServe  may  join 
7749.  David  Haywood,  SBCNet  SBCNet  by  simply  typing  “GO 
coordinator,  said  availability  of  SBCNet”  at  any  CompuServe 
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BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB 
REPAIR.  Porcelain  or  fiberglass. 
No  job  too  large  or  small. 
Statewide  service.  No  mileage 
charge.  K&K  Bathtub  Repair, 
118  S.  McCrary  Rd.,  Columbus, 
MS  39702;  1-800-349-2882. 


PEWS— PULPITS 


The  2nd  annual  Northeast 
Mississippi  Gospel  Jamboree 
will  be  held  Jan.  13,  7:30  p.m., 
MSU  Lee  Hall,  Starkville.  For 
more  information  call  (601)  323- 
8188.  t 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825- 
1317,  statewide  1-800-898- 
MACSl 
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Pinelake  Church,  Brandon, 

will  host  Don  McGregor,  editor 


baptistries  ^ 

wocHUREi/gr  heaters,  pumps 
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3511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37«15j 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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grows  3  lbs.  and  more.  Phone 
(601 )  267-9859,  267-3629. 
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Protecting  the  helpless 


By  Greg  Potts 
Genesis  1,  Psalm  139, 
Matthew  18, 19 


This  Sunday  is  “Sanctity  of  Human  Life”  Sunday  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Christians  encounter  many 
issues  that  fall  under  the  umbrella  of  the  “Sanctity  of  Human 
Life.”  These  issues  range  from  abortion,  euthanasia,  and 
assisted  suicide  to  abuse  and  others.  What  does  the  Word  of 
God  say  about  this  very  important  subject?  This  lesson  pro¬ 
vides  some  insight. 

Man  is  responsible  for  procreation  (Gen.  1:28a).  God 
said,  “Be  fruitful  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth.”  One  of  the 
greatest  joys  any  husband  and  wife  can  have  is  that  of  expe¬ 
riencing  the  birth  of  a  child.  There  are  two  sides  to  this  issue. 
There  has  been  much  discussion  of  late  about  population 
control  in  our  world.  Still  others,  primarily  in  Christian  cir¬ 
cles,  believe  Christian  families  should  place  more  emphasis 
on  the  family  by  having  more  children.  The  Bible  says  chil¬ 
dren  are  a  blessing. 

Every  child  is  a  creation  of  God  (Psalm  139:13-15). 
The  context  of  this  verse  is  the  psalmist  dealing  with  the 
omnipresence  and  omniscience  of  God.  These  terms  mean 
that  God  is  everywhere  and  is  aware  of  everything.  As  he 
struggles  with  this,  the  Psalmist  declares,  “Fbr  Thou  didst 
form  my  inward  parts;  Thou  didst  weave  me  in  my  mother’s 
womb.”  The  word  that  is  translated  “form”  means  “to  cre¬ 
ate.”  Thus,  God  created  the  psalmist  and  knew  the  psalmist 
even  in  the  womb  of  his  mother. 

The  key  question  to  the  abortion  issue  is:  When  does  life 
begin?  The  pro-choice  movement  teaches  that  it  begins  at 
birth  and,  therefore,  taking  the  life  of  a  child  prior  to  birth  is 
not  murder.  However,  this  verse  clearly  teaches  that  life 
begins  at  conception  which  makes  abortion  on  demand 
wrong! 

Jesus  taught  that  children  are  special  (Matt.  18:10, 

14).  In  these  verses  Jesus  taught  that  we  should  be  careful 
not  to  allow  anything  to  cause  us  to  stumble  (trip  up)  in  the 
Christian  life.  Jesus  then  adds  if  anyone  causes  a  child  to 
stumble  by  setting  an  improper  example  of  the  Christian  life, 
they  would  be  punished.  Jesus  then  said  no  one  should 
despise  the  little  ones  because  their  angels  in  heaven  behold 
thefr  faces. 

The  Jews  believed  that  every  Jewish  person  had  a 
guardian  angel.  Thus,  anyone  who  mistreated  these  “Ijttle 
ones”  would  be  reported  directly  to  God  by  the  greatest 
angels,  and  the  report  would  be  read  in  the  day  of  judgment 
(cf.  The  IVP  Bible  Background  Commentary).  TTjis 
means  that  every  parent  should  make  certain  his  child  has 
the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the  gospel  by  taking  hum  to 
Sunday  School  and  worship.  It  also  means  every  church  has 
the  responsibility  to  provide  good  training  for  every  child. 

We  are  to  come  to  Jesus  with  the  faith  of  a  child 
(Matt.  19:14-15).  In  this  text,  Jesus’  disciples  thought  that 
the  children  were  bothering  the  Lord.  Jesus  rebuked  the  dis¬ 
ciples  and  informed  them  that  everyone  should  come  to  him 
with  the  faith  of  a  little  child.  This  verse  clearly  teaches  that 
children  are  special  to  the  Lord.  If  they  are  special  to  Jesus, 
they  should  be  special  to  the  church. 

What  is  your  church  doing  to  minister  to  children?  What 
is  it  doing  to  minister  to  young  families  with  children?  If  we 
are  to  reach  young  couples  we  must  take  ministry  to  children 
seriously.  This  is  not  money  wasted,  but  money  invested  in 
the  lives  of  young  people. 

Things  to  consider: 

1 .  Ask  your  church  to  budget  monies  for  a  crisis  pregnan¬ 
cy  center,  2.  Consider  getting  personally  involved  helping  in 
a  crisis  pregnancy  center,  3.  Vote  for  a  candidate  who  is  pro¬ 
life;  4.  Although  the  subject  of  the  sanctity  of  human  life 
normally  reminds  us  of  abortion  and  other  related  issues, 
these  are  not  the  only  issues  that  come  under  this  heading. 
We  also  are  given  the  responsibility  of  helping  the  helpless. 
Christian  people  should  be  sensitive  to  those  around  us  who 
are  in  need.  The  Bible  says  that  if  we  know  of  something 
that  we  need  to  do  for  the  Lord  and  fail  to  do  it,  it  is  sin. 
Therefore,  we  need  to  minister  to  those  who  are  in  need. 

Man  is  made  in  the  image  of  God.  God  has  given  man  the 
responsibility  of  multiplying  and  ruling  on  the  earth.  How 
well  are  we  doing?  Let  us  strive  to  protect  the  sanctity  of . 
human  life. 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Vandeave. 


Bible  Book 

Sanctity  of  all  human  life 

„  ,  By  Sylvia  Fleming 

Genesis  1,  Exodus  1,  Matthew  18 

One  does  not  have  to  know  very  much  about  the  Bible  in 
order  to  acknowledge  that  God  is  strictly  pro-life.  Never 
once  does  he  give  a  mother  permission  to  kill  her  child  — 
his  children  —  his  creations.  He  never  discusses  with  the 
mother  conveniences,  life-threatening  situations,  lack  of 
money,  nor  who  the  father  is  in  order  to  give  her  permis¬ 
sion  to  kill  the  child.  Even  conservative  society  of  today 
has  problems  denying  a  mother’s  right  to  abortion  when 
.either  her  own  life  is  at  stake,  or  when  there  has  been  a  rape 
committed. 

For  the  person  who  is  truly  seeking  to  do  God’s  will, 
maybe  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus  should  be  considered.  Her 
pregnancy  was  most  certainly  an  inconvenience.  She  was 
an  extremely  young  girl  betrothed  to  a  young  Jewish  man 
whose  sotiety  said  if  she  were  unfaithful  to  her  man  that 
she  could  be  put  to  death.  One  might  contend  that  she  was 
having  the  Son  of  the  living  God.  How  true!  However,  was 
society  aware  of  that  fact? 

This  pregnancy  was  certainly  an  inconvenience.  There 
was  not  an  overabundance  of  money;  her  life  was  at  stake. 
Finally,  this  baby  belonged  to  someone  other  than  Joseph, 
her  husband-to-be.  Not  only  are  children  to  be  tolerated 
even  though  they  are  inconveniences,  even  though  there  is 
not  sufficient  money,  though  the  mother’s  fife  is  at  stake, 
but  they  are  also  to  be  looked  forward  to  in  anticipation. 
God  gave  man  a  two-fold  blessing.  “And  God  blessed  them 
and  God  said,  ‘...  Be  fruitful  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth, 
and  subdue  it....’”  First,  man  was  given  the  ability  to  repro¬ 
duce.  Next,  he  was  given  the  ability  and  the  power  to  con¬ 
trol  the  earth.  As  one  notes  the  sentence  structure,  he  will 
see  imperatives:  “...  Be  fruitful...  multiply....”  God  never 
applied  any  societal  conditions  (Gen.  1:28a). 

From  the  very  beginning  God  clarified  his  feelings  and 
love  for  all  mankind.  Way  down  in  Egypdand,  the  native 
midwives  could  easily  have  become  “almost-abortionists” 
—  they  were  ordered  to  kill  the  male  newborn  children.  A 
child  is  a  child  to  God,  whether  in  the  womb  or  out.  Those 
pagan  women  were  more  in  tune  to  God  than  so-called 
“Christian  America.”  Those  Egyptian  women  refused  to 
commit  murder  because  they  feared  God  (Ex.  1:15-2:10). 

Travelling  on  through  the  Bible,  one  sees  in  Deuterono¬ 
my  18:10  that  none  were/are  to  offer  their  children  as  sacri¬ 
fices  to  pagan  gods,  even  if  that  god  is  self,  convenience,  or 
work. 

Going  on  to  Psalms,  God’s  Word  takes  one  to  the 
unborn  child  and  tells  how  precious  that  baby  is.  It  is  point¬ 
ed  out  how  fearfully  and  wonderfully  those  of  humankind 
are  made  (139:13-15).  God  even  takes  the  reader  back  prior 
to  the  womb. 

God  told  Jeremiah  (1:15):  “Before  I  formed  thee  in  the 
womb  I  knew  thee;  and  before  thou  came’st  forth  out  of  the 
womb,  I  sancitified  thee....” 

Because  one  infant  is  so  precious  in  God's  sight,  he  uses 
tender  language  and  manifests  loving  and  compassionate 
ways  to  that  one.  This  thought  is  clearly  demonstrated  in 
Matthew  18.  Jesus  stated  he  would  gladly  leave  the  99  to 
go  in  search  of  the  one  lost  sheep.  It  is  not  God’s  will  that  t 
one  should  perish.  God  so  loved  these  little  ones  that  he 
said  in  Matthew  19,  ”...  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en.”  Never  once  has  God  ever  waivered  in  his  intentions 
toward  children. 

He  knew  them  before  they  were  in  the  womb,  and  he 
knows  them  in  the  womb.  Mankind  does  not  have  the  wis¬ 
dom  to  second-guess  God,  and  certainly  man  does  not  have 
the  wisdom  to  play  God  and  kill  babies. 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Louisville. 
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Life  and  Work 

Who  speaks  for  the  children? 

-jjJjl  By  Michael  Johnson 

Genesis  1,  Deuteronomy  18, 

_  Matthew  19 

A  central  truth  of  the  Bible  is  that  God  has  always  stood 
on  the  side  of  the  defenseless,  the  weak,  the  disadvantaged, 
and  the  helpless.  Furthermore,  we  learn  that  those  who  seek 
to  be  in  proper  relationship  with  God  must  also  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  their  relationship  with  others.  If  we  are  then  to 
be  obedient  to  God  it  seems  that  we  are  unable  to  escape 
the  mandate  to  deal  justly  and  be  merciful  to  our  neighbors: 
especially  those  who  might  be  unable  to  care  for  them¬ 
selves. 

Unfortunately  we  do  not  have  to  look  far  in  Mississippi 
to  discover  those  who  might  be  “at  risk”  in  today’s  society. 
Consider  for  a  moment  the  following  statistics  that  describe 
fife  in  Mississippi  in  1991-92: 

For  every  seven  students  who  graduated  from  high 
school,  three  students  had  dropped  out,  many  as  early  as 
ninth  grade. 

One  out  of  every  five  teenagers  became  mothers. 

One  out  of  every  five  households  received  food  stamps 
and  lived  below  the  poverty  level. 

Every  day  16  people  were  assaulted  and  three  women 
reported  they  were  raped. 

Almost  two  out  of  10  individuals  age  t7  or  under  were 
in  households  that  depended  on  welfare  benefits.  . 

What  role  can  and  should  the  Christian  have  regarding 
these  social  ills? 

God  creates  life.  Genesis  1  testifies  to  the  fact  that  God 
is  the  Creator  of  all  things.  The  creation  of  human  life  was 
unique;  as  verse  27  teaches,  we  were  created  in  God’s 
image.  What  might  this  mean?  I  suggest  that  since  God 
defies  description  (Ezek.  1)  our  image  in  some  part  is  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  spiritual  attributes  of  God;  having  the  ability  to 
demonstrate  what  God  is  like.  Being  concerned  about 
issues  related  to  justice,  ethics,  and  morality  are  in  a  sense 
demonstrating  God-like  qualities. 

Created  in  God’s  image  also  means  that  we  have  the 
possibility  of  becoming  like  him  —  in  a  reflected  way.  Just 
as  we  are  to  see  the  glory  of  God  in  the  creation,  we  have 
also  been  created  to  reflect  God’s  glory  in  ways  that  the 
rest  of  creation  cannot.  This  therefore  gives  us  a  basis  for 
human  dignity  and  for  the  high  value  we  should  place  on 
human  life. 

God  protects  children.  Matthew  18  contains  the  beauti¬ 
ful  parable  of  the  lost  sheep.  Jesus  is  clearly  teaching  the 
love  and  concern  that  God  has  for  all  people.  All 
humankind  bears  God’s  image,  and  even  though  that  image 
was  affected  by  the  fall,  we  are  never  in  a  position  to  judge 
another  in  such  a  way  that  he  or  she  can  be  treated  inhu¬ 
manely  or  disregarded.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  only  one 
individual  had  been  in  need  of  redemption,  God  would  still 
have  sent  Jesus  into  the  world. 

In  the  next  chapter,  Matthew  shows  us  the  value  that 
Jesus  placed  on  children  as  contrasted  from  the  disciples’ 
treatment  of  them.  In  our  society,  however,  children 
become  some  of  its  worst  victims,  treated  with  little  or  no 
value.  Remember,  they  also  have  been  created  in  God’s 
image. 

Who  speaks  for  them? 

God  protects  the  helpless.  The  children  of  Abraham 
were  unable  to  help  themselves  as  they  lived  under  the 
oppression  of  Pharaoh’s  slavery,  so  God  sent  Moses.  Even 
though  the  Israelites  had  rejected  God’s  mission  for  them 
and  were  mired  in  self-centered  living,  God  sent  Jesus. 

Our  communities  are  full  of  helpless  people  —  broken 
families,  neglected  children,  battered  spouses,  crime  vic¬ 
tims,  the  handicapped,  the  homeless,  the  poor,  and  the  frail 
elderly.  Could  it  be  this  is  why  God  has  sent  you? 

Johnson  is -associate  professor  of  Christian  education 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 
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FORMER  MISSIONARY  KILLED  IN  PLANE  CRASH:  JONES¬ 
BORO,  Ga.  (FMB)  —  Nathaniel  E.  “Ned”  Mann,  a  missionary  to  Brazil 
for  15  years,  was  killed  with  his  father-in-law,  William  W.  Dixon  Sr.  of 
Jonesboro,  Ga.,  Oct.  23  as  the  small  airplane  Mann  was  flying  crashed 
shortly  after  takeoff  from  Dothan,  Ala.  A  fire  apparently  ignited  in  the 
left  engine  before  the  plane  went  down.  Mann  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Gail  and  three  daughters:  Melissa,  13,  Marlene,  10,  and  Melody,  8,  all  of 
Graceville.  While  a  missionary,  Mann  directed  evangelism  and  missions 
for  the  central  and  western  region  of  Brazil,  and  also  was  a  crusade 
evangelist  and  mission  pilot.  He  taught  at  Florida  Baptist  Theological 
College,  Graceville,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

SINGAPORE  BAPTISTS  SEND  FIRST  MISSIONARIES:  SINGA¬ 
PORE  (FMB)  —  The  Singapore  Baptist  Convention,  organized  in  1975, 
sent  out  its  first  foreign  missionaries  in  October.  While  other  missionar¬ 
ies  have  been  sent  out  by  individual  Singapore  Baptist  churches,  “this  is 
a  landmark  effort  by  the  churches  working  together,”  said  Clyde 
Meador,  director  of  Foreign  Mission  Board  work  in  southeast  Asia.  The 
convention  consists  of  29  churches,  which  recorded  403  baptisms  in 
1993. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  AID  IN  HONDURAS  DROUGHT: 
TEGUCIGALPA,  Honduras  (FMB)  —  The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
provided  aid  to  Hondurans  and  missionaries  hurt  by  a  severe  drought  in 
Honduras.  The  board  recently  released  $13,000  in  Southern  Baptist 
hunger  relief  funds  to  t>uy  grain  for  food  and  planting  for  about  170 
Honduran  families  who  lost  crops  in  the  drought.  The  water  shortage  has 
caused  a  severe  energy  crisis  that  has  hindered  mission  work  there.  Elec¬ 
tricity  —  powered  by  a  hydroelectric  plant  —  stays  off  almost  14  hours 
a  day  in  some  places.  FMB  missionaries  in  those  areas  recently  received 
battery  invertor  systems  —  at  a  total  cost  of  $50,000  —  to  provide 
power  for  their  homes  and  work.  Meanwhile,  the  drought  and  resulting 
energy  crisis  are  causing  Hondurans  to  lose  money,  business,  and  crops. 
The  situation  also  is  increasing  accidents  and  crime  and  is  disrupting 
church  functions. 

ASSEMBLIES  PASTOR  RELEASED  IN  EGYPT,  FOUR  OTH¬ 
ERS  HELD:  CAIRO,  Egypt  (BP)  —  An  Assemblies  of  God  pastor 
chdrged  with  trying  to  convert  three  Egyptian  wom^n  to  the  Christian 
faith  was  released  Dec.  19  after  spending  37  days  in  prison.  Still,  four 
other  Coptic  Christians  arrested  in  October  and  November  are  being 
held  in  Egypt,  according  to  the  International  Institute  for  the  Study  of 
Islam  and  Christianity,  a  London-based  institute  which  monitors  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  Islamic  countries.  Assemblies  of  God  pastor  William  Gayyid 
was  arrested  Nov.  II  shortly  after  three  Muslim  women  entered  his 
church  in  Cairo  after  a  service  and  asked  him  to  pray  for  them.  He  was 
released  when  the  women  told  police  he  had  not  tried  to  convert  them, 
but  }te  was  re -arrested  half  an  hour  later.  Church  leaders  speculated  he 
might  have  offended  someone  with  political  connections. 

RUSCHLIKON  SEMINARY  CAMPUS  SOLD  TO  SWISS 
INSURANCE  FIRM:  RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  (BP)  —  The  Inter¬ 
national  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  sold  its  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland, 
campus  Deg.  19  to  a  Swiss  insurance  firm  for  about  $20  million.  Semi¬ 
nary  trustees  plan  to  use  proceeds  from  the  sale  to  pay  for  a  new  14-acre 
site  in  Prague,  Czech  Republic,  renovate  the  22  buildings  there,  and 
relocate.  They  also  plan  to  establish  an  endowment  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships,  for  future  students.  The  seminary  plans  to  complete  its  relocation 
to  Prague  this  coming  summer.  The  new  owners  will  take  over  the  site 
Sept.  1  and  use  it  for  a  training  facility  and  guest  housing.  The  45-year- 
old  Ruschlikon  seminary  has  graduated  1,200  students  in  its  full-time 
program  and  hundreds  more  in  short-term  courses  mainly  for  pastors  and 
lay  persons  in  Eastern  Europe.  Former  students  serve  in  65  countries 
throughout  the  world.  Through  the  years  it  had  also  become  a  popular 
conference  site  for  Baptists  in  Europe. 
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DNATTAF  UVA  ZA  WKUW  KQPJAV  PIY:  HIV  ZA 
TKUNN  DA  HENNAF.  DNATTAF  UVA  ZA  WKUW 
YAAR  PIY:  HIV  ZA  TKUNN  NUQjK. 

NQMA  TEB:  WYAPWZ-IPA. 

This  week's  clue :  F  equals  D. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Daniel  Twelve:  Tivo. 


Church  growth  helps  available... 

Warren  talks  innovative  ministry 
in  SBCNet  on-line  conference 


By  Charles  Willis 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Rick 
Warren  visited  with  about  three 
dozen  fellow  SBCNet  subscribers 
on  Dec.  14,  answering  questions 
about  church  growth  in  general 
and  Saddleback  Valley  Communi¬ 
ty  Church  (SVCC)  of  Laguna 
Hills,  Calif.,  in  particular. 

The  on-line  conference  took 
place  in  SBCNet ’s  “Innovative 
Ministry  Room,”  and  was  moder¬ 
ated  by  Gene  Wilkes,  pastor  of 
Legacy  Drive  Church,  Plano, 
Texas,  and  a  volunteer  section 
leader  for  the  data  communications 
network’s  Innovative  Ministry 
Library. 

Saddleback,  with  an  average 
Sunday  attendance  of  almost 
9,000,  recently  raised  $23.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  cash  and  commitments  to 
build  its  first  permanent  buildings 
since  the  church  began  in  Warren’s 
home  in  1980.  The  church  has 
been  cited  as  one  of  the  20  largest 
churches  in  America  and  was 
recently  cited  as  the  fastest-grow¬ 
ing  church  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  according  to  research 
by  Elmer  Towns  of  Liberty  Uni¬ 
versity,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Fielding  a  range  of  questions, 
Warren  offered  advice,  including 
the  following  comments:  ' 

On  evangelism  training  — 
“We  encourage  every  member  to 
develop  relationships  with  neigh¬ 
bors.  Build  bridges.  Over  90%  of 
SVCC  (members)  came  this  way.  I 
teach  a  simple  plan  of  salvation 
outline  to  everyone  on  Sunday 
morning  once  a  year.  The  last  time 
I  did  this,  we  had  367  people  saved 
in  the  service  while  I  was  training 
the  rest!  Develop  an  ongoing  sys¬ 
tem  of  classes  that  offer  training 
every  month.  We  also  have  a  min¬ 
istry  called  ‘Encouragers’  for  one- 
on-one  evangelism.” 

On  keys  to  growth  —  “First, 
you  need  to  make  sure  that  your 
worship  service  is  top-notch. 
Before  working  on  anything  else, 
sharpen  up  your  service.  Second, 
you  need  to  focus  on  recruiting 
volunteer  staff  —  all  you  can  get 
—  for  specific  assignments.  You 
will  never  be  able  to  afford  all  the 
staff  you  need,  no  matter  how  big 
you  get.  We  have  always  added 
staff  in  faith,  before  the  money 
was  there.  Third,  it  is  important  to 
develop  your  image  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  as  a  happening  place,  welcom¬ 
ing  and  friendly.  But  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  all,  work  on  developing  and 
improving  your  sermon  skills.” 

On  budding  a  first-unit  church 
facility  —  “Wait,  wait,  wait.  Most 
people  build  too  soon,  and  as  a 
result  they  build  too  small.  The 
shoe  ends  up  telling  the  foot  how 
big  it  can  grow.  Put  off  building. 
Focus  on  building  people,  not 
building  buildings.  Then,  when  the 
time  is  right,  do  your  homework 
and  focus  on  the  meaning  of  com¬ 
mitment.” 

On  starting  a  second  worship 
service  —  “Only  start  a  second 
worship  service  when  you  can 
have  at  least  75  to  100  people 


An  SBCNet  romance 

WOODBURY,  Minn.  (BP)  —  Wien  David  Van  Bebber,  pastor  of 
Rosewood  Church  in  Woodbury,  Mina,  subscribed  to  SBCNet  last 
April,  he  did  so  for  all  the  usual  reasons.  He  wanted  fo  read  Baptist 
Press,  send  and  receive  electronic  mail,  access  the  various  forums, 
and  do  all  the  normal  SBCNet  kinds  of  things.  He  never  dreamed  it 
would  lead  to  foe  end  of  his  bachelor  days. 

One  of  the  forums  he  began  to  access  was  the  youth  forum.  On 
Wednesday  nights,  he  “talked”  via  SBCNet  to  youth  and  youth  min¬ 
isters,  including  one  high  school  senior,  Paul  Guthrie,  of  Joshua, 
Texas. 

When  Guthrie  found  that  Van  Bebber  was  single,  he  noted  that  his 
sister,  Patricia,  was  29  (close  enough  to  Van  Bebber’s  age)  and  had 
expressed  an  interest  in  marrying  someone  in  the  ministry. 

Van  Bebber  began  correspondence  with  Patricia,  which  led  to 
telephone  calls,  which  led  to  more  letters,  which  led  to  a  week’s  visit 
to  Texas,  where  he  met  Patricia  and  her  parents.  “We  hit  it  off  so 
well,”  says  Van  Bebber,  “that  she  came  to  Minnesota  in  July  and  met 
my  parents.  I  proposed  to  her  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior  at 
Duluth,  add  she  said  ‘yes.’” 

“I  knew,”  said  Patricia,  “that  God  bad  the  right  person  for  me. 
God  knew  my  name,  address,  and  phone  number.  He  would  bring  the 
right  man  into  my  life.  I  just  had  to  trust  him.” 

And  as  for  Paul,  “I’m  just  glad  God  used  me  to  bring  the  two  of 
them  together.” 

The  wedding  took  place  at  First  Church,  Joshua,  on  Nov.  12, 1994. 

Now  it’s  Patricia’s  turn  to  “talk”  with  brother  Paul  using  David’s 
SBCNet  subscription. 


attend.  Otherwise,  you  defeat  the 
purpose  of  creating  an  experience 
that  Visitors  fSeTEom  fortable  in.” 

On  beginning  new  missions  — 
“We  try  to  start  one  new  mission  a 
year,  at  least.  New  churches  are  far 
more  effective  in  reaching  new 
people  than  older  congregations. 
We  have  started  24  churches  in  our 
14  years  as  a  church.” 

On  blending  approaches  to 
presenting  the  gospel  —  “It  takes 
all  kinds  of  churches  to  reach  all 
kinds  of  people.  The  key  thing  to 
remember  is  you  want  to  make  the 
unchurched  feel  comfortable 
socially,  without  watering  down 
the  message.  The  message  is  not 
always  comfortable.  Be  sensitive 
in  the  way  you  say  it,  but  don’t 
water  down  what  you  say.” 

On  musical  style  —  “The 
moment  you  choose  your  musical 
style,  you  are  choosing  who  you 
will  reach  and  who  you  will  never 
reach.  It  is  the  most  important 
positioning  factor  in  your  church. 
And  it  will  cause  you  the  most 
pain.  You  must  be  willing  to  upset 
some  for  the  greater  good  of  reach¬ 
ing  the  lost....  If  the  church  was 
there  before  you  came,  they  have  a 
big  say  in  foe  music  you  choose. 
Rather  than  throwing  out  all  the 
old,  which  I  do  not  recommend,  I 
suggest  you  simply  start  an  addi¬ 
tional  service  with  new  music.” 

On  learning  about  the  commu¬ 
nity  —  “Go  out  and  do  a  simple 
survey.  Look  at  local  ads.  They 
(advertisers)  have  spent  thousands 
of  dollars  researching  the  values, 
interests,  and  needs.  Use  their 
research.  Target  your  community 
four  ways:  geographically,  demo- 
graphically,  psychographically 
(mind-set,  values),  and  spiritually. 
Ask,  ‘What  do  these  people 
already  know  about  the  gospel?’ 


Look  for  solutions,  advantages, 
and  benefits  your  church  can  sup¬ 
ply  to  your  community.” 

Announcements  of  upcoming 
on-line  conferences  may  be  found 
under  “special  notices”  on  SBC¬ 
Net. 

SBCNet  may  be  accessed  by 
using  a  computer,  modem,  and  a 
membership  kit  distributed  by  the 
Sunday  School  Board.  Kits  are 
available  in  DOS,  Macintosh,  and 
Windows  versions  and  may  be 
ordered  by  calling  1-800-325-7749. 
(See  related  article  on  page  6.) 

Persons  who  are  already  mem¬ 
bers  of  CompuServe  may  join 
SBCNet  by  simply  typing  “GO 
SBCN  ”  r,~'npuServe 
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